no

THE INDIA OF FACT

it is very easy to get up an agitation and violent riots on the
matter of cow-killing; in fact anti-cow-killing is very much
a platform at times in modern politics. Lord Linlithgow's
Royal Commission on Agriculture reported that fifteen million
entirely useless and workless cattle were on the land.

As regards the improvement in the cow life of the country
it is probable that it will never be arrived at save by Govern-
ment providing bulls, letting farmers keep them and charge
a trivial fee, receiving themselves a grant for their upkeep.
The whole village and agricultural life is so simple that
private enterprise is outside the picture.

A strange feature in village and cantonment bazaars is
the cakes of cow-dung, drying for fuel. All the little girls
and half the women walk in the wake of the cows, to collect
the droppings, often running out with their hands together
to catch the excreta before it falls, not as in the roads of
England for the garden, but for the kitchen fire. A well-
known cause of the low yield of village land is the fact that
dung that should be on the land is used for the fire. Fuel
is scarce, trees are not sufficient to provide firewood, goats
destroy scrub that might grow to fuel. Nevertheless the fact
remains that manure is thus diverted from the land, and the
kneading of the flat dung-cakes, and setting them to dry, is
the popular morning's amusement of the housewife. Cow-
dung being one of the holy things of Hindu India, the occupa-
tion cannot be other than pleasing.

That the people should prefer dung to wood as fuel will
be appreciated by those veterans of the Boer War, who know
how much better the turfs of dried sheep-dung cut from the
kraal that has held stalled sheep for donkey's years are for
boiling a billy, even than the lid of the harmonium.

It is the fashion to think that education will improve the
people, make them lose their more irrational prejudices, and
slowly take to more profitable ways. To a certain extent
that may be so, but the educationalist who thinks there is
nothing like education is responsible for much of the un-
happiness of the world. The idea that culture makes a man